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Dear Friends, 

The fall of 2018 is the end of an era.  Viking Outposts is sold, and it causes me to pause and think of 

how the years have rushed by.  I look back on our adventures and the decisions we made. Over the 

years, there were many additions, upgrades and changes and now a new generation will take the reins.  

Let the adventure continue. 

It seems not long ago I was graduating from high school and a friend and I 

travelled to the west coast of Canada (British Columbia).  It seemed to be 

where everyone was going.  After spending a few months, I realized I 

could not live in an area that had no fresh walleye.  I chose to return to Red 

Lake. 

Having grown up at Viking Island, our parent’s resort, I had a love of the 

wilderness and a desire to have my own special place.  In the fall of 1968, 

I decided to build a cabin on Optic Lake.  By spring the cabin was 

complete, and the phone was ringing.  People wanted to rent my new 

cabin.  I relented, and this was the birth of Viking Outpost Cabins. 

In early 1970, our cabin on Domain Lake was lost to a forest fire.  Under 

our father’s supervision, Craig and I built a new log cabin using logs from 

around the lake.  He also gave us his outpost on Telescope Lake.  

I learned to fly in Red Lake and bought a two-seater Champion CF-NHH.  

Craig went to college for Aviation Management and became a commercial 

pilot and instructor.  As a farmer needs a truck, so too, we needed a Cessna 

180.  We bought CF-HVD in 1975 and it has served us well. 

In the mid 1970’s I realized that politics and lobbying were necessary to 

advance this new fly-in tourism endeavor.  I joined groups, lobbied for 

change, negotiated with timber companies and was elected to town 

council.  It remains a huge time commitment but a necessary part of our business.   One result of these 

efforts was permission to build a cabin on Rheaume Lake.  Other results include commercial tourism 
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remaining within the park, obtaining many boat caches, moose tags and successfully influencing change 

in legislation and government policy.  

In the 1978, Enid and I were married.  She had been taught to love the bush by her father, so we had 

plenty of common interests.  Together we fished, trapped, picked wild rice, built a log cabin and 

explored new lakes.  At a coffee shop in 1980, she learned that Bob Meyers was selling McInnes Lake 

Camps.  Early in the winter, flying on skis, we flew north to look at these camps and decided to buy 

even though some locations only had tents.  Louis Badzinski remembers fishing with Bob Meyers and 

still fishes McInnes.  These 5 outposts made our operation large enough to sustain 2 families. 

In the mid 1980’s, we were granted a permit to build an outpost on Crossland Lake.  In late October with 

snow on the ground, Enid and I and Brian McDonald flew to Crossland and a site was picked.  Craig and 

I constructed a cabin during the cold winter and were visited by an old trapper living on the lake.  He 

told us stories of an albino moose and northern that looked like muskie.  Both stories proved to be true! 

In the later 1980’s we bought the cabin on Night Hawk Lake from a friend of mine.  We put up a new 

cabin that would cater to smaller groups of 2 or 4 people.  Our guest, Richard Good, has claimed this 

spot and taken excellent care of cabin and lake.  Each lake has its own following of loyal fishermen.  

In the fall of 1987, Woodland Caribou Park was officially established. After years of lobbying, we could 

remain in the park, but the moose hunt was lost.  As compensation for this economic loss, I was able to 

negotiate permission to build an outpost on Orono Lake in 1990.  We were up to 12 outposts and that is 

where we are today. 

Until 1993, Green Airways did a great job of transporting our guests, but the air charter business was 

changing and now we needed to do our own flying.  Enid and I negotiated on behalf of Viking Outposts 

for the purchase of our Norseman aircraft.  While I was at flying school getting my commercial pilot 

licence, Enid completed the mounds of paperwork.   Viking Outpost Air was borne.  Enid was the 

operations manager and I was the chief Pilot. Over time Craig took over these jobs.  He is the main 

trainer for our new pilots. 

Through all these years of change and additions, you, our guests, were excited with us.  Roger Mraz 

went camping on Orono with his son to test the fishing and then to McInnes to help select the new 

building site (Middle McInnes).  You, our guests and friends, were always willing to try a new camp or 

new boat cache lake and remained loyal guests for many years.  

Craig and I will be working closely with Vito and Dean to ensure that our loyal guests will be treated 

well.  I see in them the same passion for our wilderness as I have; the same desire to enjoy their work; 

the same appreciation for our great loyal customers. 

Looking back on my 50 years at Viking Outposts, the greatest reward was our guest loyalty and 

friendship. 

Yours Truly, 

Hugh Carlson 


